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Dear Friends, 

I wonder how many of us in the last month have thought to ourselves “I’ll be so 

glad when things settle down and we can all get back to normal” I know that I have. 

How about you?  

We quite naturally want things to go back to a time when everything was familiar 

and known.  

When we could come and go as we pleased.   

When we took for granted being able to go out and be with friends and family.  

It was a safe, known time. 

But all of that has changed.  

Things will never be the same again. 

We find ourselves searching for a new normal that is as yet unseen and unknown.  

That’s a hard place to be.  

We ask deep questions of ourselves and of our faith, which for a time may not 

have any sure answers. 

We wonder when will we be able to meet again? 

We ask, what is going to happen to our communities, to the people we know and 

love? 

We wonder when will we be able to worship together again? 

We ask if our churches will even survive this lockdown? 

We wonder what IS the future?  

We say to ourselves that the only sure thing is that things will never be the same. 

And yet here we are in Eastertide with its message of hope and promise of new 

life.  

Here we are, living with the reminder that because of all that Christ has done for 

this world he loves so much, Covid 19 will not have the last word. A new day will 

come, a new as yet unseen future will be born. 

We cannot turn back the clock, however much we might wish to. 

We cannot go back to the way things were. 

Life has changed forever. So what can we do? 

We have to look for, work for and pray for a new normal. 

And whilst it’s all very uncertain, we believe that it is not hopeless.  

We have an opportunity to create a new future a new normal.  

I invite you now to turn to the Risen Christ and give to him all of your concerns, 

fears and worries. 

Now He may not take us out of the difficult situation we are facing – but he will 

take us through it. 
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He may not sort out the testing times we live with – but he will be a friend who will 

never leave or forsake us. 

He will not make those decisions we have been avoiding for us – but he will be our 

companion and our guide. 

He may not calm the storm – but he will calm us. 

He may not answer our prayers in the way we want – but always in the way we 

need. 

So yes, things have changed for ever, but I invite you to believe that they have 

changed for… the good of us all. 

This is our Easter promise and our future hope. 

Jesus is alive. He speaks our name. If we kneel and worship him as Thomas did, 

He will give us a new beginning, a new perspective on life and a new hope in our 

hearts.  

Of this I am convinced: With Jesus, life will never be the same. Amen. 

I offer you the words of this new hymn, written as a message of hope in these 

unsettling and strange times. I pray that it will encourage you and bless you. 

Rosemary  
X 

When We Face an Unknown Future 
BEACH SPRING 8.7.8.7 D ("God Whose Giving Knows No Ending") 

When we face an unknown future that we can't imagine yet, 

when the closeness we have treasured turns from blessing into threat — 

As we miss our friends and loved ones, as we crave community, 

may we look, God, in this season, for a whole new way to be. 

Jesus faced the lonely desert as a time to look within. 

There he met such trial and conflict; there he knew you were with him. 

In this time of separation when we miss the life we've known, 

may we hear your voice proclaiming: "I am here! You're not alone." 

May we cherish those around us as we never have before. 

May we think much less of profit; may we learn what matters more. 

May we hear our neighbours’ suffering; may we see our neighbours’ pain. 

May we learn new ways of offering life and health and hope again. 

God, when illness comes to threaten, and when so much here goes wrong, 

may we know this thing for certain — that your love is sure and strong. 

You're beside us in our suffering — and when times are surely tough, 

we may face an unknown future, but it's filled, Lord, with your love. 

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844; attributed to Benjamin Franklin White 

("God Whose Giving Knows No Ending") 

Text: Copyright © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
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There’s a certain rhythm 

To this new way of living 

A chaotic calm surrounds us 

Foreboding, yet forgiving 

There’s a harshness in the silence 

A coldness in each day 

Yet the sunshine is warm above us 

As nature finds its way 

The birds’ song now undisturbed 

The blossom growing free 

Our isolation, a small salvation 

For the world we forgot to see. 

As we stand so far apart 

The world has come together 

We walk in streets of rainbows 

That remind us, this isn’t for ever. 
Debbie Finkel 
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Nature's garden 
Now is laden, 

Flowers burst through, 
Beauty renewed. 
Heavenly days; 

Be thankful today. 
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Saturday 21st March 2020 

Hi Everyone, 

Well this is my fourth day of self-isolation at home. I have plenty to do 

and there’s always housework if I can’t find anything else. But at the moment I 

am going to make blankets for the asylum seekers as I want the loft space that’s 

being taken up by the wool. I’m making twelve inch squares and sewing them 

together. When I get tired of that I go out into the back yard to do a bit of 

pottering in the back garden. The colours are coming out in the wallflowers, little 

blue grape hyacinths, shocking pink of the camellias, white of the snowball bush, 

yellow daffodils and red tulips. We’ve even got a yellow forsythia bush flowering 

and the willow tree has fluffy pussy willow buds on. As the saying goes, you’re 

nearer to God in the garden than anywhere else on Earth. 

Sunday 22nd March 2020 

 Last week, Rob and I were working hard helping Mel at the Lunch 

Club, Ann at the Toddlers group and also being in the Dick Whittington Panto. It 

was a good old fashioned Panto with a bit of everything in, magic, slapstick, 

laughter and a community song everyone could join in with.  Katrina played the 

villain as Queen Rat and a very good job she did of it especially ‘putting a spell’ 

on Idle Jack. It made a good show having younger members of the cast and the 

dame, Sarah was very funny with all her different costumes and wigs. Rachel who 

played the cat was funny in her own comical way with the maracas. Fairy 

Bowbells (Suzy) was funny with her cockney accent and Nick was just Nick as 

Fitz, bossy as always. Well even if this turns out to be our last show for quite a 

while, we will have gone out with a bang, but with God’s help it won’t be. 

It’s Mothering Sunday today and I don’t expect my two girls to come 

over with their families. Keeley phoned me last night and surprised us with a face 

to face phone call via WhatsApp. She is being allowed to work from home and 

deliver packed lunches to the schoolchildren who usually stay for school dinners. 

Annabel and Amelia will have to go with her but stay in the car. She has Amelia 

occupied helping her dad put her new cabin bed together. Annabel is clearing the 

landing and her bedroom. Then they are going to try out some musical 

instruments borrowed from school. Annabel is playing the recorder and Amelia 

has a glockenspiel!!!  Next week and exercise starts on television at 9 a.m. every 

morning for 30 mins. I think I will try that one as well. 
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Clare and Manuele have got both of their pubs shut down and Clare has 

started her cleaning. Manuele is busy cooking dinners for anyone who places a 

take away order for collection at the Wheatsheaf.  Frankie and Benny, their two 

golden cocker spaniels, are really lively now and fly around like two maniacs. 

They are so delightfully funny and bursting with energy. 

Well I’m going for breakfast now. I hope you all have a good day. Until 

the next time, God be with you all, keep safe and keep ‘WASHING THOSE 

HANDS’ 

Lots of Love,  

June
xxxxxx 

                         

          God Whispers 
The man whispered, “God, speak to me,” and a meadowlark sang.  But, 

the man did not hear. 
So the man yelled, “God, speak to me,” and the thunder rolled across the 

sky.  But, the man did not listen. 
The man looked around and said, “God, let me see you,” and the sun 

shone brightly.  But, the man did not see. 
And the man shouted, “God, show me a miracle,” and, a life was born.  

But, the man did not notice. 
So the man cried out in despair, “Touch me, God, and let me know you 

are here,” whereupon, God reached down and touched the man.  But the 
man brushed the butterfly away and walked on. 

The man cried, “God, I need your help,” and an email arrived, reaching 
out with good news and encouragement.  But the man deleted it and 
continued crying. 

May this be a great reminder that God is always around us in the little 
and simple things that we take for granted.  Don’t miss out on a blessing 
because it isn’t packaged the way you expect. 
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Pages for all the family 

Wordsearch 

The Parable of the Talents. 

 

VALUABLE  

PARABLE  

SOWING 

REAPING 

DISCIPLES 

TORAH TEACHER 

YESHUA 

PROPERTY 

TALENTS 

ABUNDANCE 

DARKNESS 

GROUND 

FAITHFUL 

SERVANTS 

WEEPING 

TRUSTWORTHY 

MONEY 

MASTER 



Books Of the Bible Puzzle 

 There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph.  Can you find 

them?  This is a most remarkable puzzle.  It was found by a 

gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to 

Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours.  He enjoyed it so much, he 

passed it on to some friends.  One friend from Illinois worked on this 

while fishing from his john boat.  Another friend judges the job of 

solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her 

nerves. 

 There will be some names that are really easy to spot.  That’s a 

fact.  Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, 

especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized.  

Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually 

takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst.  

Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for 

the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. 

 During a recent fund-raising event, which featured this puzzle, 

the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record.  The local 

paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that 

this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen.  As 

Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “The books are all right here in plain 

view hidden from sight.” Those able to find all of them will hear great 

lamentations from those who have to be shown.  One revelation that 

may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without 

their numbers.  Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the 

middle are normal. 

 A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those 

who claim to know the answers. 

 Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus; there really are 30 

books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be 

found.  God Bless. 
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I have seen some strange things on TV in my time, but the 

recent appearance of goats on the streets of Llandudno must rank 

highly in any list of the strangest.  It reminded me of a previous visit 

almost 40 years ago.  One rainy afternoon I escaped the wet by 

browsing in a second hand bookshop.  I picked up a book, read 

about 3 pages, and ended up buying not just the book, but the whole 

series! 

Having been brought up in a Christian family and giving my life 

to Christ in my teens, I think I am familiar with the Bible.  I am 

ashamed to say, for a long time I took it for granted.  Then, the story 

of Jesus washing His disciples’ feet on the night before He died 

really caught my attention and made me want to find out more and 

grow as a Christian.  Jesus knew that this was “His moment” and all 

power and authority had been put in His hands.  He chose to 

demonstrate this by taking a towel and a basin and washing His 

disciples’ feet.  Having done that, He reminds His disciples that the 

“Teacher and Lord” had set them an example to follow in order to 

share the good news: their first steps to telling HIS STORY and 

making HISTORY.  Jesus reminds them that they will be blessed if 

they do so. 

Putting others first is one of the basic principles of the gospel 

story, but as we move through these strange and difficult times we 

must “turn the world upside down” and turn our problems into 

opportunities to tell HIS STORY. 

John Carter 

                       
Goodness does not consist in greatness, 

but greatness in goodness. – Athenaeus 
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Do you ever just think about Jesus living here on earth? Sometimes we tend to 

think He just bounced from one miracle to another and everyday was a Bible story, but 

His ministry lasted for three years and the Gospels don’t actually cover that much. 

Imagine all those ordinary days. 

He probably had favourite foods and morning routines and sore dirty feet from 

walking around while sweat ran in His eyes in the hot Judean sun. He got blisters and 

hiccoughs and colds and maybe He snored. All the times He laughed until He cried. 

Perhaps He had inside jokes with His disciples. Imagine having an inside joke with 

the person who gives you breath to laugh in the first place. 

He had human skills. He knew how to build a house and cook and wash His clothes 

and read. 

Imagine the disciples passing food at the dinner table and bumping hands with 

Jesus. Talking about silly inconsequential things like the weather.  Maybe some nights 

John was sleepy, and he leaned against Jesus and could hear His heartbeat. Maybe 

some nights a disciple had insomnia and climbed out of his beadroll to find Jesus sitting 

against a rock, looking up at heaven, and they sat and watched the stars together. 

The God of the universe looking up through short-sighted eyes as His creation, and 

the disciple wants so badly to ask what it was like to shape each star, but he looks at 

those calloused human hands and something in him trembles. 

Do you ever think that the ordinary days so far outnumbered the miraculous ones 

so that the disciples, sometimes, almost forgot? 

Then He goes and turns water into wine, feeds five thousand people from a child’s 

lunch, and brings dead Lazarus walking alive out of the tomb and they just kind of lose 

their breath. 

Not because they did not expect deity to accomplish the impossible, but because 

this God has been living with them. 

It is not the miracles that are unthinkable, it’s the ordinary days. 

Imagine His ordinary days with His family. 

Imagine Joseph telling him stories and Him listening, paying attention. 

Imagine when Joseph and Mary put child Jesus in bed and could hear His 

breathing sounds. Imagine the inside jokes He had with His mother about His father, or 

with His father about His mother. 
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Imagine the God of the world not only looking at the stars but also watching the 

majesty of a sunset. 

Imagine child Jesus running around the house, singing beautiful and cute cultural 

songs that Mary might have taught Him. Imagine His joy when He ate His favourite 

food or taking a bath after a hot day. Imagine Joseph’s doubt when realising he would 

have to teach carpentry to God. 

It is not that Jesus was the Son that is unthinkable, it is that He became human just 

like us. 

                

 
 

 

 

No great discovery was ever made without a 
bold guess. 

Sir Isaac Newton 
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Father God 

When the news is bleak, steady us; 

When the pain is bitter, surround us; 

When the days blur, sustain us; 

When despair burdens, still us. 

In our weakness, make us strong; 

In our lowness, lift us up, 

Confident that our Redeemer 

Lives and prays for us 

And will never let us go. 

Amen 

Prayer by Martyn Payne 
God of all hope we call on you today. 

We pray for those who are living in fear: 

Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s reactions to them. 

May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace. 

We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty. 

For those people who are worried about attending worship. 

For those needing to make decisions in order to care for other 

For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend. 

Grant us your wisdom. 

Holy God, we remember that you have promised that 

Nothing will separate us from your love – demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ. 

Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you. 
Amen 

Loving God, 

If we are ill, strengthen us. 

If we are tired, fortify our spirits. 

If we are anxious, help us to consider the lilies of the 

field and the birds of the air. 

Help us not to stockpile treasures from supermarkets in 

the barns of our larders. 

Don't let fear cause us to overlook the needs of others 

more vulnerable than ourselves. 
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Fix our eyes on your story and our hearts on your grace. 

Help us always to hold fast to the good, 

See the good in others, 

And remember there is just one world, one hope, 

One everlasting love, with baskets of bread for everyone. 

In Jesus we make our prayer, 

The one who suffered, died and was raised to new life, 

In whom we trust these days and all days, 
Amen. 

The Revd Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference 
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New Encounters 2020/21 

New Encounters is for anyone who wishes to understand more fully their calling 

to follow Christ and to live as Christ's disciple in the world. 

The programme will include structured opportunities to reflect on ourselves, on 

the roots of our faith, on contemporary Methodism and to explore different forms of 

lay and ordained ministry. It is intended to help us as participants to know ourselves 

better, develop a deeper relationship with God, identify our gifts and explore and 

develop the ways that we are serving God in the life of the church and in the wider 

world. 

For many years, the Methodist Church has set up a number of ways of Extending 

Discipleship & Exploring Vocation. Over the past five years, the North East Region has 

offered several series of the Encounter programme. The 2020/2021 North East New 

Encounters Programme has been developed from this. In 2020 we are introducing a 

significant change in the method of working: for the first time this programme will be 

largely delivered by working online through video-conferencing. 

New Encounters is based on a monthly on-line meeting (on a week-night 

evening). We plan to complement that with two or three face-to-face meetings in the 

year which will take place on a Saturday, provisionally in Durham. This part will, of 

course, depend on the lifting of the present emergency restrictions. 

The New Encounters journey will begin in early June 2020. Because the regular 

meetings are on-line, it is not expected to be delayed by the current emergency 

restrictions on people’s travelling. There is clearly a Methodist focus in what is offered 

but the programme is open to Christians of any denomination. 

Interested? 

Is the time right for you to invest time in deepening your walk with God? Are you 

wondering where God is calling you to serve in the life of the world or the church? Can 

you give time this year to explore and pray? 

If New Encounters might be right for you at this time please email Tricia Mitchell 

on mitchellt@methodistchurch.org.uk to register for the programme or give Tricia a 

call on 07799 900454 if you have questions about the programme. 
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May 
6th Clare Whitfield 

23rd Katrina Wake 

June 
1st Alan Hutchinson 

3rd June Beeby 

7th June Whitfield 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Can we celebrate your special day too?  All you have to do is fill in the form 
and place them in the gold box at the back of the Church; spare forms to fill 
in are on the side of the box. 

         
Action for Children 

I would like to thank the friends and 

members of Burn Park for the sum of 

£591-70 which has been sent from the 

League of Light Boxes and individual 

donations in the year 2019.  
God bless you all 

Kathleen Carter 

 
If you are going to be known for something, 

be known for your kindness and compassion. 

 

April 
7th Pam Waistall 

8th Hugh Bevan April 
17th June & Rob Whitfield 

May & June 
None Known 
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At the Brotherhood and Sisterhood Conference last September, I 

bought a little book by Cynthia Huddleston (known as “Ben”) 

with a thought for each day of the month. I thought this was 

very appropriate for the times we are in at the moment. 
 Sent in by Kathleen Carter. 

 
The best is yet to come! 

As you read this, are you going through tough times? Maybe 
you’re unwell, having money problems; family difficulties or just 

feeling lonely and tired of life with all its hassles, and you’re 
wondering just what is the point of anything? 

Well, it could be you need reminding that you are precious; you 
are unique and you are on this earth right now because God 

planned it that way and has a purpose for your life! 

Most of the great characters in history, including those in the 

Bible experienced bad times and many difficulties, but that’s 

partly what made them great – they persevered and overcame 
them. We can too, with God’s help. So put your trust in Him. 

Why not have a little talk with God, He’s always listening, and 
although it may not seem like it right now – “the best is yet to 

come” according to the Bible. 

Jeremiah 29 verse 11 

“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord 

“Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” 
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10 SECOND SERMONS: 

Not every day is a good day, 

live anyway. 

Not everyone will tell you the truth, 

be honest anyway. 

Not all you love will love you back, 

love anyway. 

Not all deals are fair, 

play fair anyway. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

              
Imagine you are walking in the woods and you see a small dog 
sitting by a tree. As you approach it, it suddenly lunges at you, 
teeth bared.  You are frightened and angry.  But then you notice 
that one of its legs is caught in a trap.  Immediately your mood 
shifts from anger to concern: you see that the dog’s aggression is 
coming from a place of vulnerability and pain. 

This applies to all of us.  When we behave in hurtful ways, it is 
usually because we are caught in some kind of trap.   

The  more we look through the eyes of wisdom at ourselves and 
one another, the more we cultivate a compassionate heart. 

Tara Brach 
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Answers to Crossword. 

 

 
 

Did you know that 

photons have mass? I 

was not even aware 

that they were Catholic! 

                             
What's green and fuzzy, 

and if it fell out of a 

tree would kill you?  

A pool table. 

          
A thief has removed all 

the motorway signs in 

Yorkshire.  Police are 

currently looking for 

Leeds. 

                             
I got home and the 

phone was ringing. I picked it up and said: 'Who's speaking please?' And 

a voice said: ‘You are.’ 
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As I got out on the 15th floor, the lift operator said “Have a good day, 

son.” “Don't call me son; you are not my dad,” I replied sarcastically.  As 

the doors closed, he looked me in the eye and said “No, but I brought you 

up, didn't I?” 

                             
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it dawned on me. 

          
I'll tell you what often gets overlooked - garden fences. 

                             
I told the doctor "I feel like I've been hit on the head by a set of 

bongos." He said "You've probably got slight percussion." 

          
So I went to the dentist. He said "Say Aaah." I said "Why?" He said "My 

dog's died." 

                             
This policeman came up to me with a pencil and a piece of very thin 

paper. He said, "I want you to trace someone for me." 

          
The other day someone left a piece of plasticine in my office. I didn't 

know what to make of it.  

                             
My son's been asking me for a pet spider for his birthday, so I went to 

our local pet shop and they were £70!!! Stuff this, I thought, I can get 

one cheaper off the web. 

          
I was walking down the road the other day and I saw this advert in the 

window that said: 'Television for sale, £1, volume stuck on full.' I 

thought: 'I can't turn that down.' 
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I phoned the local ramblers club today and this bloke just went on and 

on. 

          
I went into the library and asked where the books on paranoia were kept. 

The librarian said 'They’re behind you' 

                             
My fear of moving staircases is escalating. 

          
No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery. 

                                        

Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting 

together in church. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his 

big sister had enough. "You're not supposed to talk out loud in church." 

"Why? Who's going to stop me?" Joel asked. Angie pointed to the back of 

the church and said, "See those two men standing by the door? They're 

hushers." 

          
A Methodist minister went to the surgery, where she was seen by a 

young, new doctor. After about 4 minutes, the doctor told her she was 

pregnant.  She burst out, screaming as she ran down the corridor.  An 

older doctor came out of his room and asked what the problem was, and 

she told him her story.  After listening, he asked her to sit down and 

relax in his room.  The doctor marched down the corridor to the back 

where the first doctor was and demanded, "What's the matter with you? 

Revd Terry is 62 years old, she has four grown children and seven 

grandchildren, and you told her she was pregnant?"  The new doctor 

continued to type on his keyboard and without looking up said: "Does she 

still have the hiccups?” 
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☺     ☺     ☺     ☺     ☺ 
In one church, the minister, apparently fed up with all the excuses given 

over the years as to why people don’t go to church, included these “Ten 

reasons why I never wash” in the Sunday bulletin: 

1. I was forced to as a child. 

2. People who wash are hypocrites – they think they are cleaner 

than anyone else. 

3. There are so many different kinds of soap, I can’t decide which 

one is best. 

4. I used to wash, but I got bored and stopped. 

5. I wash only on special occasions, like Christmas and Easter. 

6. None of my friends wash. 

7. I’ll start washing when I get older and dirtier. 

8. I can’t spare the time. 

9. The bathroom is never warm enough in winter or cool enough in 

summer. 

10. People who make soap are only after your money. 
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In this time of social distancing, face-to-face meetings cannot take place, but this 

does not mean that we cannot have 

fellowship together. Some Church 

groups are keeping contact via apps 

like WhatsApp for fellowship and there 

are many opportunities to worship with 

others online; some Churches are 

broadcasting Sunday worship regularly 

on Facebook, some on YouTube, others 

on Zoom.  This may be a chance for you 

to experience a different type of 

worship to what we are used to. You 

could join in with Cliff Fest from your 

own homes from 22nd - 25th May live 

online. In our Sunderland Circuit, a 

service is being broadcast live on 

YouTube each Sunday – search for 

Sunderland Methodist Circuit.  Of 

course, there are also services 

broadcast on TV and radio, so while our 

church buildings are closed, the Church 

still goes on worshipping and working to 

make the world a better place for all; 

more like the Kingdom of God.  I saw 

this cartoon and thought it was very 

apt: 

 

This message came from the North East Connextional Team with some important 

information about what else is available to help with our discipleship during this time. 

Dear friends, 

I very much hope that you have been able to have a break after Easter and 

that you and your circuits are staying safe and well in the current extended lockdown. 

 Some of you have been asking for news and events to share in your circuits 

and so I hope the items below are helpful to you.   

 

New Encounters 

In recent years we have offered Encounter as our regional Extending 

Discipleship Exploring Vocation (EDEV) programme.  This year we are 

updating the programme and moving it onto Zoom under the title of New Encounters. 

More details of who this is for and what is involved is provided in the “Is God Calling?” 

article, which we hope you will pass to individuals who you notice are ready to take 

this step of deeper exploration.  The programme will begin in June with a preliminary 
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meeting in May so we encourage people to respond by 15 May if possible so that we 

can give them the necessary arrangements. 

Great 50 Days 2020  

There has been a large response to the re-release of 

The Great 50 Days.  Thank you for passing this on, I 

have seen flurries of bookings come in from different 

Circuits which I am sure is your good work in making 

the opportunity known.  It is not too late to register to receive the emails 

at https://r1.dotmailer-surveys.com/09bvi0c-574lfd43 or to follow the posts 

on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/LNNorthEast/ 

Bereavement support 

Are people in your circuit wondering how best to support those who 

have lost loved ones?  Hope have joined with partners to offer some 

simple clear advice on supporting those who are bereaved. The 

strapline is Contact; Listen; Bless. There is a short video you may like to 

share with those in your circuit who may be uncertain how to offer 

support while we cannot meet with people: https://vimeo.com/408350390 

Holy Habits Watch Party 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm (unfortunately it started on 21st April): An 

8 week series of Facebook live events hosted by Rev Andrew 

Roberts (author of the original ‘Holy Habits’ book) in conjunction with BRF.  Each week 

Andrew will speak about an aspect of the holy habit ‘Sharing Resources’ which will 

then be followed by an open Q & A session.  To participate you need to join the 

Facebook group facebook.com/groups/holyhabitshomegroup and then join the party 

at 7.30pm.  You will be able to watch the video afterwards if you missed the first 

evening so it is worth joining in even afterwards.  

Christian Aid Week: 10-16 May 

Christian Aid supports some of the poorest communities around the 

world, communities least able to cope with Covid-19 if it reaches 

them.  Christian Aid Week has been a vital part of the annual fundraising work of this 

charity and this year will be mostly carried out online due to the restrictions in place.  

The online resources include daily livestreamed worship and a daily quiz. Printable 

sermon notes and an order of service are also available.  There will also be a Christian 

Aid Week ‘envelope’ for sending by email!  You can find further details of all these on 

their website: caweek.org/virtualresources 

The usual collections and fundraisers may not be possible this year, but these resources 

offer your circuit some opportunities to engage with the stories and fundraising of this 

charity. 

#loveyourself#loveyourneighbour 

A Methodist Church social media campaign centred on a gentle rhythm of daily 

contemplation and action which began on 13 April and connects to individuals 

searching for wellbeing in this situation. 

The aims are: 

 to share the riches of the Christian faith in a way that is easily accessible. 

 to connect with those who have no prior contact with the church and who 

don’t use or understand religious language.  
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 to reflect the places and people we hope will encounter God’s love during all 

that is unfolding. 

Facebook link https://www.facebook.com/MethodistChurchinBritain/ 

Continuing Mission in Lockdown 

Michael Harvey, (known for Back to Church Weekend and the Invitation initiatives) has 

posted a video focused on how churches can reach out during a time of lockdown - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lcw16Z_y-k0 

Worship Academy – online 

The current restrictions mean we cannot run the Worship Academy event on location.  

However, we are not defeated!  Worship Academy is moving onto sofas and dining 

tables!  The planning team will be running Worship Academy live on Saturday 16th 

May.  We will have a full programme and people can join in all elements or choose to 

share in parts.  We are excited about the opportunity this presents to explore 

worshipping together in new ways.  It will help us if people who would like to be part of 

the day can register interest now so that we can keep them informed of the details 

and so that we can tailor the programme to suit the number of participants.  See the 

yellow poster for more details and how to let them know you are interested. 

An Easter poem by Harry Baker. 

When we come out the other side 

we won’t be empty like the tomb, 

but like the stone that guards the entrance 

we’ll have let ourselves be moved, 

we will have so much news to bring 

to the first people that we see 

we’ll share a Hallelujah 

as we too will have risen, indeed. 

We look to the future with hope of resurrection learning from our experiences of this 

time and eager to see where God leads us in the new tomorrow. 

Stay safe and stay well.  May you know God’s care surrounding you at this time, 

Tricia 

Tricia Mitchell  

Regional Learning & Development Coordinator - North East   

The Connexional Team  

07799 900454 [Mobile]  

                 
For more details about these and other events, 

please see your weekly printed notices or posters on the notice board 

If you have any notices to be published,  
or articles for the next magazine,  

please contact Suzy Wake  

at Church, tel: 5226257,  

by e-mail on WaSus654@aol.com, 
or at 119, Tunstall Rd, by 9 p.m. Thursday.      
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BURN PARK CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 

Burn Park Methodist Church exists to worship God, 

and make the Love of Jesus known,  

in our welcome, outreach, and care for all. 

          
Minister: Rev. Rosemary Nash: Tel: 0191 5652221 

93, Dunelm,  SR2 7QX: revnash@hotmail.com 

Circuit Safeguarding Officer: Margaret Brown 0191 5285069 

brown1792003@yahoo.co.uk 

Regional Child Protection Officer:  Carolyn Godfrey tel: 07534346374   

email  ne.methodist.safeguarding@gmail.com 

To book rooms for an event, please contact Melvyn Morgan on Tel: 5251930. 

          
Regular Events at this Church:    (Covid-19 Lockdown permitting!) 
Sunday 

 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship & Sunday Club 

 11 a.m. Mustard Seed Church  

 1 p.m. – 3 pm  Deeper Life Church Worship 

6 p.m. Churches Together Drop-In for Homeless people 

Monday 

10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Drop-in Lunch 

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. Ladybirds (1st Monday of month)  

Tuesday 

11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch Club 

6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Deeper Life Church Bible Study 

7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. Park Productions 

Thursday 

10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Coffee@Burn Park 

1 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. Stroke Club 

2 p.m. Bible Study (3rd week of month) 

6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Beavers, Cubs, & Scouts 

Friday 

 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. Toddlers Group 

 4 p.m. – 9 p.m. Ballet Classes 

Saturday 

10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Coffee Mornings (3rd week of month) 


